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CRAFTSMEN SURVIVE
FLYING SAUCER AGE

HAMBURG.—Back

in the middle ages, a

guild craftsman humbly doffed his cap when a knight

rode by and trembled at a

glance from that superior

being. Now the knights are dust, leaving only rusty
armour in museums. Yet guild craftsmen, in Ger-
many, at least, have survived into the flying saucer
age, clinging to their medieval traditions.

Amung the
the earpenters

A 14 vear-oid bov, who decides
he would ke ‘o be 8 carpenter
must first report o the older of
the Local Carpenters’ Guild., 1f he
apprived of the jad's character
and potential abllity, the bov be
ging thige hard years as an ap-
prentice Lo a master carpenia

Onee that s over, he ndeances
tn the tank of journeyman. It s
# hig day  With the few marks he
"has saved he must buy traditional
Jjourneyman'y clothes, Hig hat
must e slnek and brosd-brunmed
like » cowhoy, or else shaped
ke a bowler or hagh hat,

Hia new swit v of blech velve!
o) corduroy. and the bell-bottiom
troustry mre tw.ore s wide st the
ankle ma »1 the knee The shoes
and tie mre hlack, ‘he shirt s
white,. The tie s a journeyman’s
“honour” when it bears the gwild
pin. sthowing a hammer axe, saw
and compans

The young man's comrades pre-
sent him with “atent” & walk-
ing stick, preferahly corkscrew (n
form and richly carved, Other
g include a “charlottenburge: .
a colourful ¢cloth for wrapping up
his belongings and a “berliner "
an oileloth for protecting the
whole bundle when i raine

Benideg this, some iool-maker
 supplies an assortment of his pro-
ducts in g4 bag, =tenciled with huw
. mame,

i His mother, or gister takes a
long silken cloth ved hiue, green
| or whatever (s his favourite colour
—and embroiders it  with fis
name, birthplace, birthday and
date of advent wp & |[oOUWnevyman

Thia gay stroamer, an “einwat
derungaband * = hung up in the
loeal guild howse until it disinte

most  faithful e
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| loeal gutld howse until it disinte-
grales with nge

As a journesyman, Hans miw
wander oy three vears and g day
never returning within 1% miles of
his hometown in that period unless
there i a death or serious illness
in his tamily, Then the guild pays
hia fare

During the wandering. he may
not halt for more than six months
in any community

The morning he sets out is A
frolicsome an Mardi Gras, regard.
less of season

He adorng himgel! if possible
with long gipsy ear rings hangs &
sllver watch chain or 1wo peross
his chest, and lets a provession of
yvoungsters accompany him to the
town limits, carrying his bundle
with & bottle of ndy attached
If there ia money enough n keg
of beer |5 rolled along, too Every-
ody a drop,

A ventures into sirange vil

looking for work he lets his

saw or gxe handle stick out of the

bundle so as master carpenters
will spy i
If the wotllemwent has & gulld

hostl he stops 100 paces from the
enlrence, extinguishey his pipe
he s smokimg butltons his jechket,
and lets his walling stick drag in
the gyutter,
Wurd s thus spresd thal he @2
availahle for employment, Perhaps
the hiatel tather already has some
help wanted notices on file

Altey hanging his hat op the
hoste| rack and putting his stick
in s corner, clenr ipdicstlon thet
he ntondy 1o ey he tUrng over
hia journeyimin s Lonk to the hie-
tel father and the Intter Ands
thery & compleis justory of his
Jife yrd caree;

In the evening, guild members
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FLAT BFIW L ERITWI

In the evening, Euild members
gather 8t the hostel, barring lay-
men from thelr talk, songs and
dancese.  Guildsmen, In  technical
discusslong, speak a langusge o)
their own

Afte; six months im & town a
forgetiul journeyman & renunded
to move on by finding his walking
stick lemmn st his door, Thig
hint foom II{- tel father cannot
be ignored,

“Gulld rules aiv strict  reguiting
obedience, diseipline and honest)
among all members  Serlous vie
lations are punishable by s ban
on hiring withdrawal of tie and
F.m, snd forfeiture of guild book
or & lomg as folr yeara

No master carpenter of the
guild woulg thinkg of employing a
journeyman during this period of
disgrace

‘hen the jolrneyman completes
his three yoars and a day of wan
dering he may settle down wher-
By 111- pleasss. Like as not he
hag fallen @ love on the road. and
fo goes hack to his swestheart's
town indtead of his own

His journeymans book i sent
to guild hiadguerters i Hamburg
for fAling, and he W now A I'I'liltlli
of his craft .

If he marries. the guild stages o
big festival out of its own funds |
One cistom 5 o roll 1the bride-
groom back and forth on the ban-
quet tahle until his guildemen are
tired and thirsty Tradition savse
this makes his flesh soft and his
bones flexible for the nuptial bed

When death comes to the ear-
penter, all funernl expenses are

wd from guild funds too Mem:

arrive Mrom lowns many rmiley
distant. The coffin is borne by six
young  journeymeq in  their |
medieval dress, '

The elder reads from the jou--
neyman’s book. then i1ears it te
pieces and scatiers |t over the
coffin, A guild spokesman r|-|
cites.

“Everywhere you went you were
yndustriotiy and honest You have
done your share of woik, Rest
in pesce.” |
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